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Almost too 
good to be 
true-Sailing 
and the new 
Clubhouse
 At 3 oôclock on Tuesday the 12th of 
June 2007 Her Majesty the Queen and 
His Royal Highness Prince Henrik arrived 
at Tuborg harbour to open the brand 
new Club House for the Royal Danish 
Yacht Club.
 His Royal Highness Prince Henrik is 
Honorary Chairman of the Royal Danish 
Yacht Club and as such it was decided 
that he would cut the ribbon on the new 
facilities. 700 guests were in attend-
ance to enjoy the excellent catering, 
music from the Military Band and perfect 
weather. We simply could not have had a 
better day and what we hope is an 
auspicious opening for our new, world 
class facilities.
 Congratulations and our profound 
thanks go to Torm A/S, Carlsberg and our 
Managing Director Morten Lorenzen who 
have all shown great commitment and 
generosity in bringing this project to life.
 So can the sailing match the on-shore 
activities? Absolutely! We have recently 
held the DFDS Opti-Cup and Henri Lloyd 
Cup and continue with evening racing, 
youth section sailing tour to Bornholm, 
Social MFIS racing at the Match race 
centre and a very well supported 2 day 
Match Racing event for the cruising sec-
tion, a bit of a surprise for them but they 
managed really very well! 
 Welcome to a wonderful summer 
of sailing. 



 The oldest established part of the World Match 
Racing Tour takes place again this summer off 
Skovshoved Havn. The Royal Matchrace Centre, a 
part of the Royal Danish Yacht Club, has a world-
wide reputation for training crews and Ofýcials 
with approximately 10% of the membership living 
in Valencia and taking part in the Americaôs Cup.
 This yearôs Royal Matchrace Centre Danish 
Open promises to have even more ñspiceò to it 
than usual with a number of skippers from Valen-
cia determined to prove themselves. Last yearôs 
Champion, Sebastian Col (France), and the runner 
up Jesper Bank (Denmark) have both been skip-
pers in Valencia, with Jesper having a particularly 
difýcult campaign. He is not one to take this lying 
down; let us say ñrevengeò is certainly on the 
minds of some!
 With 7 out of the top 10 ranked Match Race 
Tour skippers competing and a prize purse of 
$60,000 we are not expecting much leeway to 
be given.
 We are delighted that the event this year is 
supported by two excellent sponsors in property 
development company Sjaelsoe Gruppen and the 
accountancy and services company Deloitte.
 The Matchrace Centre is based on arguably the 
best Match Race course in the world. Spectators 
are within meters of the action, the water current 
and depth are consistent and the wind from any 

 A form of racing that has been gaining more 
attention recently is that of double handed 
distance racing. The Royal Danish Yacht Club in 
conjunction with Watski (sailing and water-sports 
catalogue company) and Helsingor Amateur Sail-

Danish Open 2007 
-World Class Match Racing

Watski2Star -single handed 
racing for the lonely!

ing Club have been developing an excellent Dou-
ble Handed format event called, appropriately, 
the Watski2Star.
 The event will be sailed again this year from 
Helsingor (north from Copenhagen) to the beau-
tiful Danish island of Anholt and back again. The 
attraction of this form of distance racing is prob-
ably in that it lies between single handed racing 
and fully crewed boats. The fact that there are 
two crew on board greatly increases the safety 
aspect of the event and therefore gives greater 
access to it for competitors, whilst the challenge 
of distance racing is much greater than it might 
be in a fully crewed boat.
 As the format develops we see increasing in-
terest and indeed this yearôs participant list is up 
again on last years. Racing out of sight of land 
on a distance race has additional requirements 
in terms of safety and navigation and the Royal 
Danish Yacht Club brings much of its experience 
to bear in these issues, not least in placing the 
marker buoys in the right place out at sea!
 Bon Voyage to those taking part.

direction is very clean. All of which makes this an 
event truly about crew vs. crew and skipper vs. 
skipper, this is what makes match racing such an 
exciting sport. 
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 The Royal Danish Yacht Club 
and Denmark in general are bless-
ed by geography. Denmark has 
over 400 small islands (of which 
over 200 are inhabited) and no-
where in Denmark is very far from 
the sea. 
 Two islands in particular are a 
focus of sailorsô interest, Anholt 
(for example the Watski2Star dou-
ble handed challenge) and Born-
holm. Bornholm is a Danish island 
lying directly south of Sweden. It 
has a long history and its many 
small harbours are idyllic.
 This summer both the Cruising 
section and the Youth Department 
set sail for the island both for the 
sail sport and, one rather suspects,   
the local hospitality!
 The youth section are taking part in the Dan-
ish Sailing Associationôs Danish Yngling Cham-
pionship organised in association with Svaneke 
Sejlklub and the Danish Yngling Club. That the 
Youth department should set off on such an ex-
pedition is no surprise as they regularly pack the 
Yngling þeet with sleeping bags and tents and 
sail around different parts of Denmark, an excel-

 A key philosophy at the Royal Danish Yacht 
Club is that of providing a sporting club for its 
members from ñthe cradle to the graveò. As a 
part of this philosophy the Club invests a lot of 
resources (permanent staff, workshops, motor 
boats, sailing boats and professional training) in 
the Junior Section based at Rungsted Harbour. 
 Starting off young means the Optimist Dinghy 
and the coast north from Copenhagen boasts 
a competitive þeet of just over 200 sailors and 
dinghies, 60 of these in the Royal Danish Yacht 
Club.  The annual DFDS Seaways Opti-Cup is an 
excellent annual event; attracting this year 122 
competitors from across Denmark and one of the 
very well run events on the coast to introduce 
young people to the pleasure of competitive sail 
sport. 
 KDY has seen its junior program þourish with 
sailors graduating to European World and Olym-
pic success. However competitiveness is not the 
only focus. A sense of sportsmanship and sheer 
enjoyment of companionship on the water are 
key parts of the program. It seems so strange 
that those parents who  obsessively push their 
children to succeed are actually ignoring all the 
advice of modern (and highly successful) training 
methods; if they were so intent on success for 
their child perhaps they might be smart enough 
to listen more closely! 

Start off the way 
you mean 
to carry on...

Bornholm -itôs what makes 
Denmark, Danish

lent activity mixing fun with learning self reli-
ance and serious sailing skills. Strangely it is also 
rather popular with parents!
 The cruising Section are famous for snifýng 
out charming harbours with excellent hospital-
ity but when thinking of Bornholm it is not such 
a difýcult choice! Being a member of the Royal 
Danish Yacht Club really does help one to experi-
ence all aspects of enjoying life on the water.
 http://www.bornholm.info/
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